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Alternatives to immigration detention research project
Information sheet for participants

Description of Project
This research aims to identify and describe examples of community-based alternatives to immigration detention which, for the purpose of this research, include any legislation, policy or practice that allows for asylum seekers, refugees and migrants to reside in the community with freedom of movement while their migration status is being resolved or while awaiting deportation or removal from the country. 
Stage 1 Web-based survey
Participants are being sought for a web-based survey that will take approximately 10 minutes to complete. This survey asks you to identify alternatives to detention in your country and to provide your opinion on their strengths and weaknesses. The survey can be found at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=cUs6nk0Otw3j1LYofGYQMQ_3d_3d 
Stage 2 In-depth interviews
The data from the survey will be used to identify key examples of alternatives to immigration detention to be examined in more detail. The researcher will travel to approximately 10 countries to interview key people working in this area. Some interviews will be conducted remotely by telephone or skype. 

During the interviews, you will be asked a range of questions regarding relevant laws, policies or practices which are used instead of immigration detention for some or all asylum seekers, refugees or irregular migrants in your country. You will also be asked to comment on the strengths and weaknesses of these community-based models. 
This interview will take approximately 60 minutes. You can decide if you prefer the interview to be recorded with an audio-recorder or by the researcher taking notes. We will not record your name or organisation on the audio-recording or on the notes. Only members of the research team will be allowed to read the notes or listen to the recordings. 
Copies of a summary of your interview, your completed survey, any recorded personal information and/or key publications will be made available to you on request.

Consent
You will be asked to give your consent to participate in the study. Before giving your consent, it is important you understand your rights:

· You choose whether or not to participate in the study. Participation is entirely voluntary. 
· You do not have to answer any question that you do not want to answer. 

· You can withdraw from the study at any time, up to 1 month after participating.
You will be deemed to have provided consent to participating in the web-based survey if you go to the website and complete the survey. You do not have to provide any personal details in order to participate in the survey.
If you take part in an in-depth interview with the researcher in person, you will be asked to show your consent by signing a consent form.

If you take part in an interview by telephone or skype, you will be asked to show your consent by emailing the researcher at rcsampson@students.latrobe.edu.au and stating that you have read the information provided and you are willing to take part.

What will we do with the information from the survey and interviews?

What you tell us will appear in publications including a guidebook on alternatives to immigration detention to be published by the International Detention Coalition. The information will also be used by Robyn Sampson for her studies as a PhD Candidate and included in her dissertation. The results of the study may also appear in other reports, conference presentations or articles.
Your name and personal details will not appear in any document produced by this study. 

If we rely heavily on the material you provide us for a case study, we may ask you to review the draft case study to check the details are accurate.
The information you provide during the study will be kept strictly confidential, within the bounds of law. Only members of the research team will have access to the information provided by you. This information will be stored in a locked cabinet or in password-protected electronic files at La Trobe University and at the offices of the International Detention Coalition in Melbourne, Australia. It will be kept for five years and then disposed of adequately.
Why participate?

The study is an opportunity to share your knowledge with a wide audience and to raise awareness about the ways in which asylum seekers, refugees and migrants can be managed in the community without detention. 

Researchers involved in the project:
Ms Robyn Sampson
PhD candidate

La Trobe Refugee Research Centre 

La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia

Email: rcsampson@students.latrobe.edu.au 
Phone: +613 9479 3268
Prof Sandy Gifford
Director 
La Trobe Refugee Research Centre 

La Trobe University, Melbourne, Australia

Email: s.gifford@latrobe.edu.au 

Phone: +613 9479 5797
Mr Grant Mitchell
Director

International Detention Coalition

Email: gmitchell@idcoalition.org 

Phone: +613 9289 9303

Dr Ignacio Correa-Velez
Deputy Director 
La Trobe Refugee Research Centre 

La Trobe University, Brisbane, Australia

Email:i.correa-velez @latrobe.edu.au 

Phone: +617 3120 1540

Funding for the project has been provided by the International Detention Coalition. 

The project has been approved by the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences Human Ethics Committee, La Trobe University (Application #843-09). If you have any complaints or queries that the researchers have not been able to answer to your satisfaction, you may contact the Secretary, Faculty Human Ethics Committee, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, La Trobe University, Victoria 3086 (Ph: +613 9479 3505; e-mail: l.chai@latrobe.edu.au ).
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