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 No Time for Playtime
The lives of children affected by immigration detention throughout the world


Background and Aims

Detention as a means of immigration control is increasing throughout the world. Among those detained are many children and young people. This is despite the fact that the detention of children is in breach of international law – in particular the Convention on the Rights of the Child which maintains that the detention of children should be used only as a last resort and for the shortest period of time. 

According to a 21-country survey conducted by the International Detention Coalition (IDC), children ‘are being detained in closed refugee camps, alongside convicted criminals in jails or in immigration detention centres in often deplorable conditions, denied basic rights and where they may be vulnerable to sexual abuse and a lack of adequate medical care and education.’

These experiences place children at serious risk. Despite a substantial body of international research documenting the psychological harm to children in detention, including impaired cognitive development, the incarceration of children in immigration detention is a little discussed policy and human rights issue internationally.

Immigration detention also affects children in other ways: their parents, caregivers or guardians may be detained even when children are not, leaving children separated and vulnerable.

There is a need for the experiences of children affected by immigration detention to have a greater profile in public discourse – nationally, regionally and internationally – and for states to protect more vigorously the rights of children, including immigrant and refugee children, within their jurisdictions.

No Time for Playtime aims to:

· develop a policy document, including models of ‘good practice’ for the IDC to use to allow it to engage better in national, regional and international policy advocacy around the rights of children in immigration detention; and

· highlight the plight of children in immigration detention throughout the world by engaging in public discourse.

Approach and Methodology
No Time for Playtime is an innovative research project that will bring together academic and policy literature, as well as the real-life experiences of children and families informed through fieldwork in countries where children are affected by immigration detention. Narratives may be documented in a range of media, such as audio, video, visual expression and written notes, depending on the wishes of participants. No child in detention involved in the research will be identified.
Recognising the complex processes at work, this project will aim to engage at national, regional and international levels of policy development through the publication of a policy paper, as well as at the level of public discourse.

The project also has broader implications: the focus on children affected by immigration detention raises the more general issue of the growth of immigration detention internationally as a mechanism of immigration control. The increasing use of immigration detention, including as a deterrence measure is little known beyond a small policy elite. No Time for Playtime has the potential to raise the profile of this larger issue.

The IDC Advisory Committee will be consulted at all stages of the research, and will provide advice on how to navigate the important ethical issues associated with the project. Final ethics approval will be gained through the IDC governance structure. The IDC’s broad membership will have opportunities to input into the research, in particular to inform the subsequent development of an international multimedia campaign against the detention of children.
Outcomes

· Communities – nationally, regionally and internationally – will be made aware of the plight of children in immigration detention around the world.  While acknowledging the challenges facing states seeking to control the flow of people across their borders the general public will be more informed of the human implications of detaining children in immigration detention.

· The IDC and its member organisations will be equipped with a solid research base and a comprehensive advocacy tool with which to engage in public and policy advocacy around the issue of children in detention - nationally, regionally and internationally.

· Political decision-makers, including politicians, bureaucrats and interest groups will be engaged in a policy debate about the implications and alternatives to detaining children in immigration detention.

· Policy-makers and the general public will be more aware of the growth of immigration detention and of alternative means of managing borders.

· The research will feed into the development and implementation of the first-ever global campaign against children in immigration detention.

For more information contact Verity Boaro, Policy and Research Officer: policy@idcoalition.org
� International Detention Coalition Global Immigration Detention Survey, October 2008.





