Alternatives to Immigration Detention Side Meeting
 
Tuesday 29 June 2010, 13h00 - 14h00, 

Room 3, International Conference Center Geneva (ICCG)

 
 
 
Background: Governments around the world are increasingly using detention as a migration management tool, with hundreds of thousands of men, women and children detained in conditions falling below international standards and that deny basic rights. Where a government intends to detain a person for immigration-related reasons, it should first consider and pursue alternatives before detention, in compliance with international and regional human rights standards. While many governments fail to utilize alternatives to detention or focus on restrictive or intrusive options, or on different forms of detention, some governments are implementing alternatives with success. This includes community-based alternatives to detention that ensure the rights, dignity and well being of refugees, asylum seekers and migrants.

Expectation: This session follows the side meeting on Alternatives to Detention held during the 2009 UNHCR Executive Committee of the High Commissioner (EXCOM) attended by 30 governments, and meetings held during the 12th and 13th Sessions of the Human Rights Council. The panel discussion aims to update participants on the current alternative to detention (ATD) trends, research initiatives and the range of positive ATD developments in the past year. Individuals and groups are invited to share experiences of examples of alternatives to detention, good practice and lessons learned.
The meeting will assist both current ATD research projects, inform participants of developments, help shape the upcoming EXCOM side meeting and UNHCR Global ATD Roundtable, discuss developments at the Human Rights Council and relevant work of OHCHR, and to explore international, regional and national advocacy opportunities, challenges and priorities.

Panelists: 

·       Jane Rasmussen, UNHCR- Moderator

·       Pia Oberoi, OHCHR - Panelist

·       Grant Mitchell, IDC - Panelist

·       Alice Edwards, ORSC – Panelist

For more information on the side meeting or alternatives to detention, please contact: IDC Director Grant Mitchell: gmitchell@idcoalition.org
