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Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people face systemic violence and discrimination
around the world. Many flee their home countries to seek protection abroad, yet they are often faced with new
and continued forms of discrimination or abuse while in transit and within their host countries, or countries of
asylum.
This discrimination and abuse is perpetrated by a range of actors, both public and private. It takes place in
immigration detention facilities, refugee camps, prisons, and at nearly every turn in the urban centres where
LGBTQ people are especially likely to seek protection.
Join a panel of leading experts and LGBTQ refugee and migrant activists for this side event, which will provide
an overview of recent research, and suggested recommendations in the context of global LGBTQ migration and
detention.

Violence Against LGBTQ Refugees and Asylum Seekers in Detention
Side Event
Tuesday, 14 June 2016
Palais des Nations, Geneva, Room XXIV
17:00 – 18:00
Background
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people face systemic violence and
discrimination around the world. Many flee their home countries to seek protection abroad, yet they
are often faced with new and continued forms of discrimination or abuse while in transit and within
their host countries, or countries of asylum.
This discrimination and abuse is perpetrated by a range of actors, both public and private. It takes
place in immigration detention facilities, refugee camps, prisons, and at nearly every turn in the urban
centres where LGBTQ people are especially likely to seek protection. Many arrive alone in foreign
cities, without any networks or peer support, and in addition to encountering discrimination and
violence when trying to find a place to live or a way of earning a livelihood, they face numerous
obstacles to accessing even the most basic refugee support services to which they are entitled.
Objectives
To draw attention to the particular forms of violence faced by LGBTQ refugees and asylum seekers in
detention, the International Detention Coalition (IDC) together with leading LGBTQ and detention
expert organisations, is hosting a side event during the 32nd session of the UN Human Rights Council
to discuss the main research findings and explore strategies for assisting States to implement
alternatives as a matter of priority.
The principal objectives of the side event are to:
•
•
•
•

Highlight the harms to LGBTQ refugees and asylum seekers in places of detention;
Discuss the legal obligation of States to uphold the right to liberty of LGBTQ refugees and
asylum seekers;
Share the latest research findings on the challenges and opportunities for providing
community-based protection for LGBTQ refugees and asylum seekers;
Explore strategies and best practices for States to prioritize the community-based protection
of LGBTQ refugees and asylum seekers, including the development and implementation of
rights-based, non-custodial, alternatives which are uniquely designed to meet the needs of
LGBTQ persons.

Agenda
Welcome
• Zhan Chiam, Gender Expression and Gender Identity Programme Officer, International Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Trans, and Intersex Association (ILGA)
Moderator
• Jean-Sébastien Blanc, Detention Advisor, Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT)
Panellists
• Ben Lewis, Advocacy Coordinator, International Detention Coalition (IDC)
• Jesus Barrios, Immigrant Health Fellow/Investigator, Queer Detainee Empowerment Project
(QDEP)
• Jennifer Rosenberg, Senior Program Officer for Gender-based Violence, Women’s Refugee
Commission (WRC)

